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THE 


PREFACE. 


Hen the Great and Wiſe God had made the World, of all his Creatures it 

pleaſed him to chuſe Afar his Depury to Rule it : And to fit him for ſo great 

a Charge and Truſt, he did not only qualifie him with Skz& and Power, but 

with Jntegrity to uſe them juſtly. This Native Goodnef was equally his Honour and his 

Happineſs; and whilſt he ſtood here, all went wel] : There was no need of Coercive or 

Compulſove means; the Precept of Divine Love and Trath, in his own Boſom was the Guide 

and Keeper of his Innocency. But Luſt prevailing againſt Daty, made a lamentable Breach 

upon it ; and the Law, that before had no Power over him, took place upon him and 

bis Diſobedient Poſterity, that ſuch as would not live conformable to the holy Law 

within, ſhould fall under the Reproof and CorreCtion of the juſt Law without ina Judicial 
Adminiſtration. 

This the Apoſtle teaches in divers of his Epiſtles: The Law (ſays he) was added becaula 
of Tranſgreſſion : In another place; Knowing that the Law was not made for the Righteous 
Adan, but for the Diſobedient and Ungodly, for Sinners, for Unholy and Prophane, for Mur- 
derers, for Wheremongers, for them that Defile themſelves with Mankind, and for Men-ſtealers, 
for Lyars, for Perjured Perſons, &c. But this is not all, he opensand carries the matter 
of Government a little farther ; Let every Soul be ſubjelt to the higher Powers ; * for there is n1 
Power but of God. The Powers that be, are ordained of God : Whoſoever therefor: reſiſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. For Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but to Evil : 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power, Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the 
Same —— He us the Miniſter of God to thee for good Wherefore, ye muſt needs be ſubjett, nes 
only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 1s lettles the Divine K:ghr of Government bee 
yond Exception, and that for two ends: Firlt, Ts Terrifie Evil-Doers : Secondly, To 
Cheriſh thoſe that do Well, which gives Government a Life beyond Corruption, and 
makes it as durable in the World, as Good Men ſhall be. So that Government icems to me 
2 part of Religion it ſelf, a thing Sacred in its Inſtitwrion and End: for if it does not 
direftly remove the Caſe, it cruſhes the Efetts of Evil, and is as ſuch (though a lower, 
yet) an Emanation of the ſame Divine Power, that is both Author and Objett of Pure Re- 
ligion ; the Difference lying here, that the One is more Free and Mental, the Other, more 
Corporal and Compulſive in its Operations : But that is only to Evil-doers; Government in 
it ſelf being otherwiſe as capable of Kindneſs, Goodneſs and Charity as a more private . 
Society. They weakly Err, that think there is no other uſe for Government, than Cor- 
reition, which1s the courſeſt part of it : Daily experience tells us, that the Care and Re- 
gulation of many other Afﬀairs, more ſoft and daily necefſary, make up much the greateſt 
part of Government; and which muſt have followed the Peopling of the World, had 
Adam never fell, and will continue among Menon Earth under the higheſt Attainments 
they may arrive at, by the Coming of the bleſſed Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven. 
-——Thus much of Government in General, as to its Riſe and End. 

For particular Frames and Models, it will become meto ſay lirtle ; and comparatively I 
will ſay nothing. My Reaſonsare, Firſt, That the Ape 1s too rice and difficals for it, 
there being nothing the Wirs of Men are more buſie =\ divided upon. ?T1s true, they 
ſcem to agree in the end, to wit, Happinef; but in the means they differ, as to Divine, ſo to 
this Humane Felicity ; and the cauſe is much the ſame, not alwayes want of Light and 
Knowledge, but want of uſing them rightly. Men ſide with their Paſſions againit their 
Reaſon; and their ſiniſter Intereſts have ſo ſtronga Byaſs upon their minds, that they lean to 
them againlit the good of the things they know. 
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Sceomdly, 1do not find a Model in the World, that Time, Place and ſome ſingular Emer - 


encies have not neceſſarily alter*d z nor is it caſie to frame a C:1l Government, that ſhall 
erveall places alike. 


Thirdly, 1 know what is ſaid by the ſeveral Admirers of Monarchy, Ariftocracy and D e- 
mecracy, Which are the Rule of One, a Few and Yary, and are the Three Common Idea's of 
Government, when men diſcourſe of that Subjeft. Burt | chuſe to ſolve the Controverſie wi th 
this ſmall DiſtinRior. and it belongs to all three: Any Government is Free to the People 


under it (what-ever be the Frame.) Where the Laws Rtile, and the People are 
a Party to thoſe Lays, and more then this is Tyr amy, Oligarchy or Confuſion. 


But Laſtly, when all is ſaid, there is hardly one Frame of Government in the World ſo 
ill deſign'd by irs firſt Founders, that in good hands would not do wellenough; and Story 
tellsus, The Beſt in Jl Ones can do nothing that is great or good; witnefs the Jewiſh and 
Roman States. Governments, like Clocks, go from the motion Men give them ; and asGo- 
vernments are made and moy*d by Men, ſo by Themthey are Ruin'd too : wherefore Go- 
wernments rather depend upon Men, then Men upon Governments, Let Men be good, and 
the Gevggnment can't be bad ; if it be s, they will cure it : but if Men be bad, let the Ge» 
wernment bs never ſo good, they will endeavour to warp and ſpoil it to their Turn. 


I know ſome ſay, Let ws bave g00d L ans, «nd no matter for the LN that Execute them - 
But let them conlider, that though geox# Laws do well, good Men do better ; for p Laws 
may want good Men,and be abolithed or evaded by ill Men ; but good Men will never want 

ood Laws nor {utter 1 Ones. ?Tis true,good Laws have ſome Awe upon Ill Minifters,but that 
15 where T hey have not Power to eſcape or aboliſh them, and the People are generally wiſe 
and : But alooſeand depray*d People (which is to the Queſtion.) love Laws and an 
Adminiſtration like themſelves. Thar therefore which makes a good Conſtitution muſt 
keeplir; (viz.) Men of Wiſdom and Virtue; qualities, that becauſe they deſcend not 
with Worldly Inheritances,muſt be carefully propagated by a vsrruons Edxcarion of Youth ; 


for which After-Ages will owe more ro the care and prudence of Founders and the ſucceſ- 
five Magiſtracy, then to their Parents for their private Patrimonies. 


Theſe Conſiderations of the Weight of Goverment, and the nice'and various Opinions 
about It, made it uneaſie to Me to think of publiſhing the enſoing Frame and Conditional 
Laws, foreſeeing, both the Cenſures they will meet with from Men of differing Humors 
and engagements, and the occaſion they may give of diſcourſe beyond my deſign. 


But next to the Power of Neceſſity, (which is a Solicitor that will take no denial) this 
induc'd meto a Compliance, 'that we have (with Reverence to God and good Conſcience to 
Men) tothe helt of our Skill contrived and compoſed the Frame and Laws of this 

overnment' to the great End of all Gevernment, viz. To {uppozxt Power mn 


Zeverence with the People, And to ſecure the People from the abuſe of 

/ Jower ; that they may be Free by their juf Dbedience, and the Magiſtrates Honourable 
or their juſt Adminiſtration : For Liberty without Obedience is Confulion, and Obedience 
| without Lzberty is Slavery. To carry this Evenneſs is partly owing to the Conftitution, and 
partly to the Magiſtracy; where cither of theſe fail, Government will be ſubject to Con- 

wulſions : but where beth are wanting, it mult be totally ſubverted : Then where both meet, 

the Government is like to endure : Which I humbly pray and hope, God will pleaſe to 

make the Zee of, Thus of Pennſtlbania ; Amen. 
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Government of Pennſilvania 
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Toall People, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come : 


| HEREAS King Charles the Second, by his Letters Patents, 
under the Gzeat Deal of E2/and, for the Conſiderations there- 

in mentioned, hath been graciouſly pleaſed to Give and Grant 

unto Me William Penn /by the Name of William Penn Eſquire, Son and 
Heir of Sir Willam Penn deceaſed) and tro My Years and Aſſigns forever, 
All that ' raft of Land or Province, called Pennſilvania, iz America, with d- 
vers oreat Powers, Preheminencies, Royaltiec, Furiſdiftione and Authoritics weceſe 

ary for the Well-being and Government thereof. : 


Now Know Pc, Th«« for the Well-being and Government of the ſaid Pro- 


vince, and tor the Encouragement of all the Free-men and Planters that may 
be therein concerned, in purſuance of the Powers aforementioned, I the ſaid 
William Penn have Declared, Granted and Confirmed, and by theſe Preſents for 
Me, my Yeirs and Aſſigns do Declare, Grant and Confirm unto all the Free- 
men, Planters and Adventurers of, in and to the ſaid Province Theſe 
Liberties, Franchiſes and P2operties to be held, enjoyed and kept by the 
Free-men, Planters and Jnhabitants of and 1a the ſaid Province of Penns 
filvania torever. 


Imprimis, That the Government of this Province ſhall, according to the Powers 
of the Patent, ccon'iſt of the Governour and Free-men of the ſaid Province, 
in the Form of a P2ovincial Council and General Aſſembly,by whom all Lews 
tnall be made. Officers choſen and publick Aﬀairs TranſaCtted, as is hereafter 


reſpcRively declared ; Thar isto ſay, 


IT. That theFree-men of the ſaid Province ſhall on the Twentieth day of the 
Twelfth Moneth, which ſhall be in this preſent Year One T houſand Six Hundred 
Fihty and Two, Meet and Aﬀembly in ſome fit place, of which timely 
Notice ſhall be beforehand given by the Governour or his Deputy, and thenand 
there ſhall chuſe out of themſelves Seventy Two Perſons of moſt Note for 
their Wiſdom, Virtue and Ability, who ſhall mect on the Tenth day of the Firſt 
Monech next enſuing, and alwayes be called and att as the Pzovincial Council 
of the ſard Province. p 


P It, 
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III. That at the firſt Choice of ſuch P2obincial Council, 0xe Third pars 
of the ſaid P2ovincial Council ſhall be choſen to ſerve for Three Years then 
next enſuing, One 7 hird part for Two Years then next enſuing, and Qze 7 hird 
part for One Year then next following ſuch EleRion, and no longer ; and that 
the ſaid Third part ſhall go out accordingly. And on the Twentieth Day of 
the Twelfth Moneth, as aforeſaid, yearly, forever afterward, the Free-men 
'of the ſaid Province ſhall in like manner Meet and Aſſemble together, and then 
chuſe Twenty Four Perſons, being Ore Third of the ſaid Number, to ſerve in 
P2ovincial Conncil for Three Years, it —_ intended, that Ore Third of 
the whole Pzovincial Council (alwayes conliſting and to contiſt.of Seventy 
*"fwoPerſons, as aforclaid) _ oft Yearly, it ſhill be yearly ſupplicd by 
ſuch new yearly EleCtions as aforeſaid. And that noone Perſon ſhall continue 
therein longer than Three Years: And incaſe avy Men bcrihall decealſc b. tore 
the lalt Election, during his time, that then at the next EleCtion en'uing his 
Deceaſe,another ſhall be choſen to ſupply his place for the remaining time he was 
to have ſerved, and no longer. 


I V. That after the firſt Seven Years, every one of the ſaid T hird parts that 
gocth yearly of, ſhall be uncapable of being Choſen again for one whole Year 
following: That ſo all may be luted for Government,and have Experience of the 
Care and Burden of it. | 


V. Thatthe P2ovincial Council in all Caſes and Matters of Vioment, ag 
their Arguing upon Bills to'be_paſt into Laws, Ereiting Courts of Tuſlice, giving 
Tudg ment Hpon Cr 8/MERLUS) ſmpeacnea, Ard Charce of Officers in foch mAnnrnYr 4519s 
herein after mentioned,Not leſs than Two Thiras ofthe whole Pzovincial Council 
ſhall make a Quorum - and that the Conſent aud /ppsuLauvnuul [wo Thirds of 
ſuch Qz0rum {hall be had in all ſuch Caſes or Matters of Momerit, And mores 
over,that in all Caſes and Matters of leſſer Moment, Twenty Four Members of the 
{aid P2ovincial Council ſhall make a Q707m, the Majority of which twenty 
four ſhall and may always Derermine in ſuch Caſes & Cauſes of leſſer Moment. 


V.I. That in this P2ovincial Council the Governour or his Dep«zy ſhall or 
may alwayes preſide and have a TrebleVoice ; and the laid P2obincial Council 
ſhall alwayescontinue and ſit upon its own Aajournments and Committees, 


V II. That the Governour and P2ovincial Council ſhall prepare and pro- 
poſe to the General Alſembly, hereafter mentioned, all Bills, which the 
1Þall at any time think fit to he paſt into Laws within the ſaid Provence ; which 
Bills ſhall be Publiſht and Aﬀixed to the moſt noted Places in the Irhabited 
Parts thereot Thirty Dayes before the N'ceting of the General Aſſembly, in 
or-{cr tothe paſſing of them into Laws, or rejeCting of them, as thc General 
Aſſembly ſhall ſee meer. 


VIII. Thatthe Governour and P2ovincial Council ſhall rake Care, that 
2ll Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, which ſhall at any time be made within the 


faid Province, be duely and diligently Executed. i 


IX. That the Governour and Pzovincial Council ſhall at all tines have 
the Care of the Peace and Safety of the Province, and that nothing be by any 
Perſon attempted to the Subverſion of this Frame of Government, 


X 
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X. That the Governour and P2obincial Council ſ1all at all times ſettle and 
order the Scituation of all Cities, Ports and Market-l owns in every County, 
modelling therein all publick Buildings, Streets and Market-Places ; and ſhall 
appoint all neceſſary Roeas and Highwayes in the Province. | 


XI. That the Governour and P2ovincial Council ſhall at all times have 
Power to inſpect the Management of the publick Treaſury, and puniſh thoſe 
who ſhall Convert any part thereof toany other uſe, than what hath been a- 


greed upon by the Governour, P2ovincial Council and General Aſſembly. 


XII. That the Governour and Pzovincial Council ſhall ere& and order 
all p::blick Schools, and encourage and reward the Authors of «/eful Sciences and 
laudable Inventions inthe ſaid Province, 


XIII. That for the better Management of the Powers and Truſt aforeſaid, 
the P2ovincial Council ſhall from time to time divide it ſelf into Four diſtinEt 
and proper Committees, for the more eaſie Adminiſtration of the Aﬀairs of the 
Province, which divides the Sevexty Two into four Eighteens, every one of 
which Eighteens ſhall conſiſt of Six out of each of the Three Orders or Tearly 
Elefttons, each of which ſhall have a diſtinEt portion of Buſineſs, as followeth. 
Firſt, A Committee of Plantations, to ſcituate and ſettle Cities, Ports, 
Market - Towns and High-wayes, and to hear and decide all Suits and Con- 
troverſies relating to Plantations. Secondly, A Commirtee of Juſtice and 
Safety to ſecure the Peace of the Province, and puniſh the Male- Admi- 
niſtration of thoſe who ſubvert Juſtice to._ the Prejudice of the puhlick 
or private Intereſt, Thirdly, A committee of Trade and Treaſury, who 
ſhall regulate all Trade and Commerce according to Law, encourage Manu- 
fx&ture and Country-growth, and defray the publick Charge of the Province. 
And Fourthly, A Committee of Manners, Education and Arts, that 
all Wicked and Scandalous Living may be prevented, and that Touth may be 
{ucceſſively trained upin Virtue and uſeful Knowledgeand Arts; the Quorum of 
each of which Commuttees being Six, that is, Twoout of each of the three Or- 
ders or ycarly Elections, as aforeſaid, make a conſtant or ſtanding Council of 
twenty four, which will have the Power of the Pzovincial Council, being 
the Lnuorum of it, in all Caſes not excepted in the fifth Article ; and in the ſaid 
Commuttees and ſtanding Council of the Province, the Governour or his Deputy 
ſhall or may Preſide, as aforeſaid. And inthe Abſence of the Governour or his 
Deputy ; if no one is by cither of them appointed, the ſaid Committees or Council 
ſhall appoint a Preſident for that time, and not otherwiſe ; and what ſhall be 
reſolved at ſuch Committees, ſhall be reported to the ſaid Conncil of the Province, 
and ſhall be by them Reſolved and Confirmed before the ſame ſhall be put in Ex- 


ecution : And that theſe reſpeCtive Committees ſhall not ſit at one and the ſame 
time, except in caſes of neceſſity. 


XIV. Andtatheend that all Laws prepared by the Gobernour and P20- 
vincial Connell aforeſaid, may yet have the more full Concurrence of the 
Free-men of the Province, It 1s Declared, Granted and Confirmed, that at 
rhe time and Place or Places, for the Choice of a Pzovincial Council, as 
2foreſaid, the ſaid Free-men ſhall Yearly chuſe Members to ſerve in a General 
Aſſembly, as their Repreſenratives, not exceeding Two Hundred Perſons, 

who ſhall Yearly meet on the Twentieth Day of the ſecond Moneth, which ' 
ſhall be in the Year 1683, — in the Cpiral Town or City of the ſaid 
2 


Province, 


[1 


Pr) 


Province, where duri Eight Da Tt, eral Membe ay fr 
FOUINCe, W ur yes ev rs may ireely Confer 
with one another ; and if any of them ſee meet, . with a Commits of Ys P20- 
vincial Council(conſiſting of Three out of each of the Four Commurtees aforclaid, 
being Fwelveinall) which ſhall be at that time purpoſely Appointed to receive 
from any of them Propoſals for the Alteration or Amendment of any of the ſaid 
propoſed and promulgated Bils, and on the Niath Day from their ſo meeting, 
 theſaid General Aſlembly, after the reading over of the propoſed Bills by the 
Clark of the Pzovincial Council, and the Occaſions, and Motives for them 
being opened by the Governour or his Depu , ſhall give their Affirmative or 
egative, which to them ſeemeth beſt, infuch manner as hereatter js expreſt : 
Bur not leſs than two T hirds ſhall make worum 10 the Paſſing of Laws and 
Choice of ſuch Officers as are by them to b&Choſea. 


X V. That the Laws ſo prepared and propoſed zs aforeſaid, that are Aſent- 
ed to-by the General Aſſembly, ſhall be Enrolled, as Laws of the Province, 
with this Stile, By the Governour, with the Allent and Ippzobation of 
the Free-men in P2obinctal Council and GeneralIſſembly. 


X.V I. That for the better Eſtabliſhment of the Government and Laws of this 
Province, and to the end therenuay be an Univerſal SatisfaCtion inthe laying 
of the Fundementals thereof, the General Aſſembly ſhall or may for the firit 
Year conſiſt of all the Free-men of and in the ſaid Province;and ever after it ſhall 
' be _ Choſen, as aforeſaid : which Number of Two Hundred ſhall be 

Enlarged as the Country ſhall Encreaſe in People, ſo as it do not Exceed Fibe 
Hundred At any time : The Appointment and Proportioning of which, as 
alſo the Laying aud aermoauizrng Uf THE Clues of the Provincial Council and 
General Iſſembly in future times moſt Equally to the Diviſion of the Hundreds 
and Counties, which the Country ſhall hereafter Le divided inw, ſhall be in the 
Power of the P2ovincial Council to Propoſe, and the General Aſſembly to 
Reſolve. s | 


& V IT. That the Governour and the P2ovincial Council ſhall Ere& from 
time to time ſtanding Courts of Fuſtice in ſuch Places and Number, as they ſhall 
judge Convenient for the good Government of the ſaid Province. And that 
the Pzovincial. Council ſhall on the Thirteenth Day of the Firſt Moneth Yearly 
Elect and Preſent tothe Gobernour or his Deputy 2 double Number of Perſons 
to ſerve for Judges, Treaſurers, Maſters of Rolls within the ſaid Province for 
the Year next enſuing. And the Free-men of the ſaid Province in their County- 
Courts, when they {hall be ere&ed, and till then, in the General Aſſembly 
ſhall on the Three and Twentieth Day of the Second Moneth yearly Ele&t and 
Preſent to. the Governour or his Deputy a Double Namber of Perfons to ſerve 
for Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace and Coroners for the Year next enſuing; Out of 
which ReſpeQiive Eleftions and Preſentments the Governour or his Deputy ſhall 
Nominate and Commiſſionate the proper Number for each Office the Third day 
after the ſaid reſpeQive Preſentments, or elſe the Firſt named in ſuch Preſent- 
ment for each Office ſhall ſtand and ſerve for that Office the Year enſuing. 


X V III. But for as much as the preſent Condition of the Province requires 
ſome Immediate Settlement, and admits not of ſo quick a Revolution of Officers, 
and to the end the ſaid Province may with all convenient Speed be well ordered 
and ſettled, I William Penn do therefore think fit to Nominate and Appoint 
luch Perſons for Judges, Treaſurers, Maſters of the Ralls, Sheriffs, Juſtices of 

i 


(5) 
the Peace and Coroners, as are moſt wy qualified for thoſe Employments ; to 
[ 


* whom ſhall make and grant Commiſſions for the ſaid Offices, reſpeCtively to 
hold to them ro whom the ſame ſhall be granted, for ſo long time as every ſuch 


Perſon ſhall Well behave himſelf in the Office or Place to him reſpettively granted, 


and nolonger. And upon the Deceaſe or Diſplacing of any of the ſaid Officers, 
the ſucceeding Officer or Officers ſhall be choſen as aforeſaid. & 


XIX. That the General Aſſembly ſhall continue ſo long as may be needful 
to Impeach Criminals, fit to be there Impeached, topaſs Bilk into Laws, that they 
ſhall think fic ro pals into Laws, and till ſuch rime as the Gobernour and Pzos 
vincial Council ſhall declare, That they have nothing ferther ro propoſe unto 
them tor their Aſſentand A ay : And that Declaration ſhall bea Diſmiſs 
tothe General Aſſembly tor that time; which General Iflembly ſhall be 
notwithitanding capable of Aſſembling together upon the Summons of the 
P2ovincial Council at any time during that year, if the ſaid P2ovincial 
Council ſhall ſee occaſion for their ſo Aſſembling. 


X X. That all the Elections of M:mbers or Repreſentatives of the People to 
ſerve inPtovincial Council and General Aſſembly, and all Mueſtions to be 
determined by both or either of them that relate ro Paſſing of Bills into Laws, 
To the Choice of Officers, To —_ made by the General Aſſembly, 
and Judgment of Criminals upon \uch Impeachments by the Ptovincial Council, 
and toall other Caſes by them reſpettively judged of Importance, ſhall be re- 
ſolved and determined by the Ballot ; and unleſs on Suddain and Indiſpenſible 
Occaſions, no Buſineſs in Pzobincial Councyl, or its reſpetive Committees 
ſhall be finally determined the ſame day that it is moved. 


X XI. And that at all times, when and {o often as it ſhall happen, that the 
Governour ſhall or may be an Infant under the Age of One and Twenty years, 
and no Guardians or Commyſioners are appointed in writing by the Farhey of the 
{aid Infant, or that ſuch G«ara: 19s Or Comm://in*rs ſhall be deceaſed, that du- 
ring ſuch Minority the Pzovincial Council (hall from time to time, as they 
ſhall ſee meer, conſtitute and appoint u!ardians or Commiſſioners, not ex- 
ceeding Three, one of which three shall Preſide as Deputy and Chief Guardian, 
during ſuch Minority, and $hall have and cxecute with the Conſent of the 
other Twoall the Power of a Governour 1n all the publick Afﬀairs and Concerns 
of the laid Province. 


X X I. That as oftenas any day of the Moneth, mentioned in any Article 
of this Charter, (hall fall upon the Fir#f Day of the Week, common y called 
the Lords Day, the Buſineſs appointed for that day thall be deferred till the next 
day, unleſs incaſe of Emergency. 


X XIII. Thatno 4#, Law or Ordinance whatſoever, ſhall at any time here- 
after be made or done by the Governour of this Province, his Peirg or Aſſigns, 
or by the Free-men in the Pzovincial Council, or the General Allembly, 
to Alter, Change or Diminiſh the Form or Effett of this Charter, or any Part or 
Clauſe thereof, or contrary tothe true Intent and Meaning thereof, wirhout the 
Conſent of the Governour, > Heirs or Alligns, 4nd Six Part of Seven of the 
ſaid Free-men i» Pzovincial Council and General Aſſembly. 


C XXIV. 
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XXIV. And Laſtly, That I, the ſaid Wiltiam Penn, for Py Self, 
my Heirs and Aſligng have Solemnly Declared, Granted and Confirmed, and da 
hereby Solenenly Declare, Grant and Confirm, That neither Y, My Deirs nor 
Iſſigns ſhall procure or do any thing or things, whereby the Libertics iz this 
Charter contained and expreſſed, ſhall be infringed or broken: And if any thing be 
procured by any Pexſon or Perſons contrary to theſe Premiſes, it ſhall be held 
of no Force or Effet? Jn Witneſs whereof I the ſaid William Penn have 
unto this preſent Chexter of Liberties ſet my Hand and Broad Seal this Five 
and Twentieth Day of the Second Moneth, vulgarly called April, in the Year of 
our Lord One Thoulana Six Hundred Eighty and Two. 


William Penn. 
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Laws agreed upon in England 


GOVERNOUR 


And Divers of the 


Free-Men of Pennſilvania 


To be further Explained and Confirmed there by the firſt 
Provincial Council and General Aſſt embiy that ſhall be heid in the 
ſaid Prv::ct, 1t they ſee meer, 


L HAT the Charter of Liberties Declared, Granted and Confirmed 
| the Five and Twentieth day of the Second Moneth called April, 1682. 
before divers Witneſſes by William Penn, Governour and Chief 
Proprietor of Pennſilvanis, toali che Free-men and Planters of the 
{aid Province, is hereby declared and approved, and ſhall be forcve. held for a 


Fundamental inthe Government thereof, according to the Limitations mentioned 
in the laid Charter. 


IT. That every Inhahitant in the ſaid Province that is or ſhall he a Purchaſer 
of One Hundred Acres of Land or upwards, his Heirs and Aſſigns; and every 
Perſon who ſhall have paid his Paſſage, and taken up One Hundred Acres of 
Land at One Penny an Acre, and have cultivated Tex Acres thereof ; and every 
Perſon that hath been a Servant or Bonds-man, and is Free by his Service, that 
ſhall have taken up his Fifty Acres of Land, and cultivated Twenty thereof; and 
every Inhabitant, Artificer or other, reſident in the ſaid Province, that payes 
Scot and Lotto the Government, ſhall b:deemed and accounted a Free-man 
of the ſaid Province; and cvery ſuch Perſon ſhall and may be capable of Eletting 


or being elected Repreſentatives of the People in P2ovincial Council or Ge- 
neral Iſſembly in the ſaid Provence. 


[1I. Thar all Elections of Members or Repzefentatives of the People and 
Free-men of the Province of Pennſilvania, to ſervein Pzovincial Council or 


General Aſſembly, to be held within the ſaid Province, wall be Free and Vo-— 
luntary : And thatthe Electoy, that ſhall receive any Rewardor Gift in Meat, 
Drink, Moneys, or otherwiſe, ſhall forfeit his Right to Ele : And ſuch Per- 

_ fon as ſhall direQty or indirettly give, promiſe or beſtow any ſuch Reward as 
aforeſaid, to be Eleed, ſhall forfeit his Election, and be thereby incapable to 
ſerve, as aforeſaid. And the Pzovincial Council and General Aſſembly 


$hall be the ſole Judges of the Regularity or Irregularity of the Electiong of their 
own reſpective Members. 


I 'V. That no Monep or Gooas ſhall be raiſed upon, or paid by any of the 


People of this Province, by way of -, publick Tar, Cuſtom or Contribution, but 
2 by 
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any Money or Goods contrary thereunto, ſhall be held a 
Province, anda Berrayer of the Liberty of the People thereof, 


V. That all Courts $hall be open, and J»fsceshall neither be ſold, denycd 
nor delayed... 


VI. Thatin Courts all Perſons of all Perſwaſiong may freely appear in 
their own Way, and according to their own Manner, and there Perſonally Plead 
their own Cauſe themſelves, or if unable, by their Friends. And the firſt Pro- 
ceſs shall be the Exhibition of the Complaint in Court Fourteen Dayes before the 
Tryal. - And that the Party complained againſt may be fitted fer the ſame, he 
or she shall be ſummon'd no leſs than Tex Dayes before, and a Copy of the 
Complaint delivered him or her at his or her Dwelling Houſe. | But before the 
Complaint of any Perſon be received, he ſhall ſolemnly declare in Court, That 
he believes in his Conſcience, his Cauſe is Juſt. 


V II. That all Pleadings, Proceſſes and Records in Courts $hall be short, and 
in Exgliſþ,and in an ordinary and plain Ch:ratter,that they may be underſtood, 
and Juſtice ſpeedily adminiltred. 


V III. That all Tryalg $hall be by Twelve Men, and as nezr as ruay be, 
Peers or Equals, and of the Neighbourhood, and men without juſt Exception. 
In caſes of Life there $hall be firlt Twenty Four returned by tite Sheriff for a 
Gzand Jnqueſt, of whom Twelve at leaſt $hall find the Complaint to be true, 
and then the Twelve Men or Peers, to be likewiſe returned by the Sheriff, shdtH 
have the fina7 dg mwns  Dul ivaluuable Challenges Shall be alwayes admitted 
apainſt the ſaid Twelve Mew, or any of them, 


k Exemy to the 


I X. Thatall Fees inall Caſes hall be Moderate, and ſettled by the Pzovin- 


cial Council and General Iſſembly, and be hung upin a Table in every re- 
{petive Court 2 And whoſoever shall be convicted of taking more, Shail pay 


Twofold, and be diſiniſſed his Employment, one Moyery of which $hall go to 
theparty wronged. 


X. That all Priſons ſhall be Work-houſes for Felons, Vagrants and Looſe and 
Idle Perſons, whereof one ſhall be in every County. 


X 1. That all Priſovers ſhall be Baylable by ſufficient Sureties, unleſs for Ca- 
pital Offences, where the'Proot is evident, or the Preſumption great. 


XI. That all Perſons Wrongfully Impriſoned, or proſecuted at Law, ſhall 
have Double Damages againft the Informer or Proſecutor. 


XIII. That all Priſons ſhall be Free, as to Fees, Foodand Lodging. 


XIV.That all Lands and Goods ſhall be liable to y Debts,cxcept where there 
be Legal Iſſue, and then all the Goods, and One Third of the Lend only. 


X V. That all wills in Writing, atteſted by mo Witneſſes, ſhall be of the 
ſame Force, as to Lands, as other Conveyarces, being legally proved within 
Forty Dayes, either within or without the ſaid Province. 


XVI. 
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XV I. That Seven Tears quiet Poſſeſſion ſhall give an Unqueſtionable Right, ex+ 
cept in Caſes of Infants, Lunaticks, Married Women, or Perſons beyond the Sea. 


X VII. Thatall Bribeties and Extortions whatſoever ſhall be &verely puniſhed. 


X VIII. Thatall Fines ſhall be moderate, and ſaving mens Contenements, 
Merchandize or Wainage. 


NIX. Thatall Marriages (not forbidden by the Law of God, as to nearneſs 
of Blood and Afﬀinity by Narriage) ſhall be encouraged ; but the Parents or 
Guardians ſhall be firlt conſulted, and the Marriage ſhall be publiſhed before it 
be ſolemnized, & it shall be ſolemnized by taking one another a5 Husband and Wife 
before Credible Witneſſes : And a Certificate of the whole, under the hands of 
Parties and Witneſſes ſhall be brought to the proper Regiſter of that County,and 


ſhall be Regiſtred in his Office. 


X X. And to prevent Frauds and Vexatious Suits within the faid Province, 
That all Charters, Gifts, Grants and Conveyances of Land (except Leaſes for 


a Year, or under) and all Bills, Bonds and, Specialties above Five Pound, 
and nor under three Moneths, made in the ſaid Province, $hall be Enrolled 
or Regiſtred inthe publick Enrollment-Office of the ſaid Province, withinthke 
{pace of two Moneths next after the making thereof, clſe to be void in Law. 
Ang all Deeds, Grants and Conveyances of Land (except as aforeſaid) within 
the ſaid Province, and made out of the ſaid Province, ſhall be Enrolled or Re- 
giſtred, as aforeſaid, within ſix Moneths next after the making thereof, 'and 
ſettling and conſtituting an Enrollment-Office or Regiſtry within the ſaid Pro- 


vince, elle to be voidin Law againſt all Perſons whatſoever. 


X X 1. That all Defacers or Corrupters of Charters, Gifts, Grants, Bonds, 
Bills, Wills, Contrafts and Conveyances, or that thall deface or falfifie any 


Enrollment, Regiſtry or Record within this Province, ſhall make Double Sa. 
tisfation for the ſame ; half whereof ſhall $0 to the Party wronged, and 
they ſhall be diſmiſt of all Places of Truſt, and be publickly diſgraced, as Fatſe 
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X XII. That there ſhall be a Regiſter for Births, Marriages, Burials, Wills 
and Lettersof Adminiſtration diſtin& from the other Regiſtry. 


X X 111. That there ſhall be aRegiſtry for all Servants,where their Names, 
Time, Wages, and Dayes of Payment $hall be Regittred. 


X XIV. That all Lands and Goods of Fellons shall be liable to make ſatisfa- 
Ction tothe Party wronged Twice the Value ; and for want of Lands or Goods, 
the Fellon shall be Bonds-man, to work in the Common-Priſonor Work-houſc, 


cr otherwiſe, till the Party injured be ſatished. 


X X V. That the Eſtates of Capital Offenders,as Traitors and Murderers, 
Shall goone third to the next of Kin to the Sufferer, and the remainger tO the 


ncxt ot Kin to the Criminal. 
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XX VI. That all noitnelſes coming or called to teſtifie their Knowledge in 


or to any Matter or Thing in any _ or before any lawful Authority _—_ 
c 
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the ſaid Province, <chall there = or deliver in their Evidence or Teſtimony by 


ſolemnly Promiling To ſpeak the Truth, the Whole Truth, nd nothing but the 
Truth to the Matter or Thing in queſtion. And incaſe any Perſon ſo called to 
Evidence, $hall afterwards be convicted of Wilfull Falſchood, ſuch Perſon 
shall ſuffer and undergo ſuch Damage or Penalty as the Perſon or Perſons, 
againſt whom he or she bore falſe Witneſs, did or should undergo, and 
$hall alſo make SatisfaCtion to the Party wronged, and be publickly expoſed as 
a Falſe Witneſs, gever tobecreditcd in any Court or before any Magiſtrate in 


the ſaid Province. + 


XXVIL Andtotheend that all Officers choſen to ſerve within this Pro- 
vince,may with more care and diligence an{wer the Truſt repoſed in them, Ir is 
agreed, that no ſuch Perſon $hall enzoy more than one publick Othce at onetime. 


A——— 
- 
———— 
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XXVIII. Thar all Children within this Province of the Age of Twelve Years 
Shall be taught ſome uſeful Trade or Skill, to the end none may be 14le, but the 
Poor may Work to live, and the Rich, it they become Poor,may not want. 


X X IX. That Servants be not kept longer than their time ; and ſuch as are 
Careful be both jultly and kindly uſed in their Service, and put in fitting Equi- 
page at the expiration thereof, according to Cuſtom, 

X X X. That all Scandalous aud Malicious Reporters, Backbiters, Defamers 


and Spreaders of falſe News, whether againſt Magiſtrates or private Perſons, 
Shall be accordingly ſeverely puniſhed, as Enemies to the Peace and Concord of 


this Province. 


X X XI. That for the Encouragement of the Planters and Traders in this 
Province, who are incorporated into a Society, the Patent granted to them by 
william Penn, Governour of che ſaid Province, is hereby ratified and 


confhrmed. | 
XXXLI - = 
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X X X III. That all Factozg or Correſpondexrs in the ſaid Province wronging 
their Employers, ſhall make SatisfaCtion, and one third over to their ſaid Em- 
ployers; and'in caſe of the Death of any ſuch Fattor or Correſpondent, the Com- 
mittee of Trade ſhall take care to ſecure ſo much of the deceaſed Party's Eſtate 


' as belongs to his ſaid reſpeCtive Employers. 


XXXIV. That all Treaſurers, Judges, Maſters of the Rolls, Sheriffs, Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, and other Offhcers or Perſons whatſoever, relating to 
Courts or _ of Cauſes, or any other Service in the Government, and all 
Members eletted to ſerve in Pzovincial Council and General Aſſembly; and 
all that have Right to elett ſuch Members, ſhall be ſuch as profeſs Faith in Jeſus 
Chrift, and that are not convitted of Ill Fame, or unſober and diſhoneſt Con- 
verſation, and thatareof One and Twenty Years of Age at leaſt : and that all 
ſuch ſo qualified, shall be capable of the ſaid ſeveral Employments and Privj- 


ledzes, as aforeſaid. | 
XXXYV. 
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XXXV. That all Perſons living in this Province, who confeſs and ac- 
knowledge the One Almighty and Eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder 
and Ruler of the World, and that hold themſelves obliged in Conſcience to live 
peaceably and juſtly in Civil Society, Shall in no wayes be moleſted or preju- 
diced for their Religious Perſwaſion or PraQtice in matters of Faith and Worſpip, 
nor $shali they be compelled at any time to frequent or maintain any Religious 


Worlhip, Place or Miniſtry whatever. 


XX X VII. That according to the good Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
and for the caſe of the Creation,every Firſt Day of theWeek called the Lords Day, 
Peopleshall abſtain from their common daily Labour, that they may the better 
diſpole themſelves to Worſhip God according to their Underſtandings. 


XX X VII. Thatasa Careleſs and Corrupt Adminiſtration of Juſtice draws 
the Wrath of God upon Magiſtrates, ſo the Wildneſs and Looleneſs of the 
People provoke the Indignationof God againſt a Country ; Therefore, 

That Ill ſuch Offences againſt God, as Swearing, Curſing, Lying, Pro. 
phane Talking, Drunkenneſs, Drinking of Healths, Obſcene words, Inceſt, 
Sodomy, Rapes, Whoredom, Fornication and other uncleanneſs (not to be 
repeated :) All Treaſons, Miſpriſions, Murders, Duels, Fellonies, Sedition, 
Mayhems, Forcible Entries and other Violencies to the Perſons and Eſtates 
of the Inhabitants within this Province : Jl Prizes, Stage - Plays, Cards, 
Dic?, May-games, Gameſters, Maſques, Revels, Bull-baitings, Cock-tightings, 
Bear-baitings and the like, which excite the People to Rudenefs, Cruelty, Looſe- 
nels and Irreligion, ſhall be reſpeCtively diſconraged and ſeverely puniſhed, ac+ 
cording to the appointment of the Governour and Free-men in Pzovincial 
Council and General Aſſembly, as alſo all Proceedings contrary to theſe Laws, 
that are not here made expreſly penal. 


XX XVIII. ſhata Copy of theſe Laws ſhall be hung up in the Pzobincial 
Council and in publick Courts of Juſtice, and that they inall be read Yearly 
at the opening of every Pzovincial Council and General Aſſembly and Court 
_ of ras. and their Aſlent ſhall be teſtified by their fa.24:ng »p after the read- 
ing thereof. 


X X XI X. That there ſhall be at notime any Alteration of any of theſe Laws 
without the Conſent of the Gobernour, his Heirs or Aſſigns, and Six parts of 
Seven of the Free-men met in P2ovincial Council aad General p. 


XL. That All other Matters and Things not hereia provided for, 
which $hall and may concern the publick Juſtice, Peace or Safety of the ſaid 
Province, and the raiſing and impoſing Taxes, Cuſtoms, Duties, or other 
Charges whatſoever, $hall be and are hereby referred to the Order, Prudence 
and Determination of the Governour and Free-men in Pzobincial Council 
and General Jſembly, to be held from time to time in the faid Province, 


Signed and Sealed by the Governour and Free-men aforeſaid, this Fifth Day of the 
Third Moneth, called May, One Thewuſana Six FHunared Eighty and Two. 


